CHAPTER III
OFFICIAL AND COURT LIFE
JOHN EVELYN, the Intimate friend of Kings, the
confidant of statesmen and a distinguished fellow of
the Royal Society,, never held any high office or
public post of importance. Yet from his earliest
years of manhood until his death he laboured
indefatigabiy through a long life to render public
service and to lielp and encourage the promotion of
the best social, religious and artistic tendencies of his
time. His most marked characteristic was his cease-
less and unflagging energy. Like ail men who allow
no day or no hour to pass without leaving a mark
on it he had moments when a private life of greater
leisure strongly attracted him. Moreover,, his desire
to absorb the knowledge he accumulated and turn
it to account in writing must have necessitated,
judging by his works and correspondence, periods of
undisturbed study. We can well imagine how he
longed for his "little cell" at Sayes Court when
distracting gossip and time-wasting delays kept him
in London. But we can also imagine how, when
tangled in his accumulation of notes (from which he
was not always very skilful at finding his way out)
and filled with misgivings as to whether he could
properly present to the public the ideas which
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